Activities for

Stay Out of the Basement


Draw pictures

Draw pictures of two of the following scenes from the book. Use arrows to explain which things/people you have drawn in your pictures.

1. Margaret watches as Casey touches the glass booth and starts to shake.

2. The Frisbee hits Dr. Brewer on the head and knocks off his baseball cap.

3. Margaret sees Dr. Brewer take the bandage off his hand in the bathroom.

4. Margaret and Casey untie their father in the closet in the basement.

5. The little yellow flower talks to Margaret in the backyard.
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Find the words that are missing from the twelve sentences below in the box above. The words in the box are written either horizontally, vertically or diagonally. The first answer has already been given.

1. Dr. Brewer turned around to face Margaret and Casey, holding an axe with both hands.

2. On Sunday, Margaret went out into the ______. It's so peaceful here, she thought.

3. "Stay out of the _____!" their father shouted in a voice they had never heard before.

4. Dr. Brewer was a _____, which is a scientist who studies plants.

5. When Margaret saw the leaves growing from her father's head, her own head began to _____.

6. "I think you should come back to the university _____," Mr. Martinez said to Dr. Brewer.

7. Why would Dad _____ to us? Margaret wondered. Why didn't he tell us the truth?

8. "What's it like to have a _____ scientist for a dad?" Diane asked.

9. They heard a low sound coming from the plants in the basement. "Plants don't ____!" Diane said. "These do, " Margaret said.

10. Going down into the basement was very _____. The children were all very afraid.

11. Margaret cut through Dr. Brewer's _____ with a knife. "Ow!" he said.

12. Dr. Brewer gave his children something green to eat. "Go ahead. _____ it. I'm sure you'll be surprised," he said. 

Make your own puzzle with ten words that are missing from ten different sentences. When you are done, give your puzzle to a classmate and see if you can solve each other's puzzles!

Grammar

Use the correct form of the verb to complete the sentences below.

1. Casey liked the idea of his father _____ (blow up) a university lab.

2. "That plant," Casey said and pointed to a tree-like plant. "It's _____ (breathe)!" 

3. Margaret _____ (catch) the Frisbee and threw it back to Casey.

4. "He has to be _____ (destroy)!" Dr. Brewer shouted and held the axe above his head.

5. Margaret and Casey _____ (discover) their father and Mr. Martinez in the closet.

6. Could their father have been _____ (lie) to them? No, Dad wouldn't lie to us, Margaret thought.

7. Margaret and Casey tried to open the door to the basement, but it was _____ (lock).

8. Casey heard a _____ (moan) sound next to him as he tried to grab his T-shirt.

9. Dr. Brewer didn't _____ (realize) that some of his blood got mixed in with the plant DNA.

10. When they first heard the noises in the basement, Diane thought Margaret and Casey were just trying to _____ (scare) her.

11. Casey touched the glass booth and his whole body _____ (shake). "Help me!" he shouted.

12. Dr. Brewer picked up his wife's suitcases. "Ready?" he asked. She _____ (sigh). "I guess so," she said.

Write a play

What if Dr. Brewer were a zoologist (a scientist who studies animals) instead of a botanist? What kinds of animals would he be studying? How would the story be different? In small groups, write a short play in which Dr. Brewer is a zoologist who has a terrible secret down in the basement ... 







